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GPATEMENT OF tw
BARTOLUCCI Gino,
Civitella,
Arenrnso,.

¥ho enith,

I am = blacksmith and have lived in CIVITILLA
aly my life. W

Sbout 173C hours on Sunday 18 June Li, I saw :n
the PI4%%4, CIVIT.wnu , three G man soldiers,

They all wore Field Service oaps and light cOo. Dl
ed Jackets and trousers, One of them. bad two pistols in h s
belt and two of them had two sturs on each shoulder,

One of them fired three flares from & Verey : istol
which he was carvying, into the air. ' wasz nepvous and we:t
home but I sew several children c:ro‘.vcli;i‘ig‘5 round ahd enjoylng the
sicht »nd the Ceruans eppeaved to be quite rrierdlys
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Mbout 2130 hours the stmd évehing, I was at . ome
with my wite and Temily when I hecard tﬂi‘é mound d:( gome mRre
shootins,  %e thought it ves the same Gerpsng fiking and &
not worry sbout it and went to beds 7 o Ty

o

Early next morning X gaw many people lemving the
village an’ on engquiring the reason wom ithfoxggod hat soNe
Germans h:d been shot the previous evining in the DIPO LAVU O
CLDB, : .“ G '\\\ {\
I .\“; \ ',\\ \\i e
Fearing reprisals, I took my vife f&n?k dly o
a farm of a friend, nbout two kilometren f1 OIVITELAA wnd
stayed there sbout nine days. We then ro#g:\’\od to OV &2;1; A
as things appeared to be quiet. 1 $aw no Gerwmne in GIY\ T LLA
until 29 June Ll s T R
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On ‘he morning of that Y at aﬁbyé\:‘ﬂgﬁ%\i} .

1 was on my way to church when my wife ame : ntg up b W\
and told me the Germans were comingy ond we reduyried %mP W_;@ 3!
e rast of ny fantly, ' e

3 Je

: A short while afterwards I heard, t\h_e si}&a Bl
shots and looking through the back #indow of my\hbuse @aw
LAIONT Giovanni Pattimta laying on His back in the s 8 f pars
ently deads 1 did not examine his Body but formed my dpin on
from ‘the position in which he layj} ;f}lid,_jéyo}a'-w:‘&\ébs d) Ko
did not move and his arms were outstrafhgdd I ) ;,s}\t‘\pd whou s
~on hid body T o e gl By

I went to the front wind{x‘w ‘ 'l&\ga.w..!»
Germans fixdng wp machine guns or tfiphds inthe| PIA%ZS
the church. After a few m‘inutes‘hiv}lidﬁs startad to ptpw
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/started to stream
out of the ohurch of S. MARIA ASSUNTA with thelr hands above

their heeds.

There was & loud banging on my door and I went
dovnstairs with my wife and family., My wife opened the door
and was confronted by & German soldier who pointed a rifle at
her,

The German soldier was wearing a camouflpged smock
reaching nearly to his kneces, gathered at the waist by a belt.
He was wearing dark ooloured trousers and & steel helnst, He
also carried & revolver.

Seeing 1:e he grabbed me by the lapel of my Jack-
et and dragged me out of the houses At the seme time he
ghouted in Italian " Via 1¢ donne"s I am oertaln that he wan
an Italian by his speech.

My wife and daughter went off down the astreot
and I was dragged by this soldier into the PIAZZA and 1lined up
with another twenty to thirty Italians who were standing near
the aistern.

Men and women were atill coming out of church with
their hands above their heads and after they had walked a 1itile
way into the PIA:7A the men were foro#linto the line by CGerman
soldiers while the vomen and children were hustled awny out of
the strests.

In nll, there were pow about twenty five Germans
in the PIA7ZA all dressed alike in camouflaged maocks, steel
helmets, belt end @&:rk coloured trousers. There were three
mochine guns fitted up and other Germans wers laying behind
them, Al) ecarried rifles or pistols.

A German soldier appeared to be in charge. 1
desoribe him as being , 180 centimetres tall and big built.
He was dressed exanotly the same as the other soldiers but aosr-
ried a revolver and a machine gun rifle, He was speaking now
and egain to the other soldiers in German in & manmer which
sounded as though he was giving ordsrs but as far as I eonld
sse he carried no badge og ranks

Whilst standing in the PIAZZA we were 811 searche
ed by the German soldiers who took our walleds end wrist watches
from us and placed them in their pockets. By vallet contain-
five hundred 1ira was taken from me by a German soldier who
similarly placed it in his pocket.

After we had been searched the German Wb whom X
have just referred, shouted in Italian " Pive"., Pive Italians
yere then led mway towards the back of the school, where I eould
now. ses maohine guns fitted up with German soldisrs in position
behind them.

¥hen the Italians remched the back of the sohool,

X BAW, !"rom/...-
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/of the school
T saw, from my position, some Geimen soldlers form them into
a line facing tovmrds the town vells

Then one Germen soldier with s plstol stepped for-
ward and placing his pistol against the back of tie head of
the man on the right of the line, TON LAZZERI Aloide, pressed
the trigger. iie fell to the ground obviously killed instant-
apeously, The German then passed along the line, behind the
Italian from right to left, He repeated his metion to each
of the Ttalians in turns  All the Itallans fell to the ground
as they vere fired at, They made no movement as they lay on
the ground.

The Gevmane in the PTAZZA then gorted us oub in fives
end we were led over towards the back of the school. I was in
the second lot 6f: five end we marched right behind the five men
in front of us,

‘e were stopped at the back of the school by the
Cermans sbout five paces away fvom the first five.

I kept my herd down and stared at the ground
because I was afraid to look, but I could not help but sde the
bodies of the first men layin: there betl.een the rechine gunse
They were:=- i LAsnuil slclde, LENCHSCLT Torquato, SaBATINI
Peolo, PA3QUI Giuseppe and TAVISINGI Lgostino,  They were ell
bleeding from the head and were obvioualy dend.

The Germans then lined up the five men in front
of us faoing the town well. 1 then saw the same German stand
behind the Italian on the right. He redsed his revolver to
the back of the Itnlinn's head and thon I saw TIBZZI Daniele,
who was one of the five men in the line, turn to his 1éft and

I"'UNe

Ono of the Germens fired a burst a bim with a
machine gun but I did not think he was hit. He fired angther
burst butTIIG7%I Paniele kept on running wntil he was out of
my sights  The Gerran with the revolver then walked behind the
other four remaining Italiens and fired one shot into the back
of each man's hends: At the time he fired; his revolver g

touching the man's head.

As he fired, so the Italian fired at, aropped
and made no movements I was about three metres away from them
et this times

After he had shot those four, our five were pushed
into line amongst the bodies of those who {md been prefvimmiy
shot ¢ :

I was gecond from left, on my right wes LAMMIONX
Dante, on my 18ft SCARLEITI Deriocs 1 do mot remember the

other twou

1 maw once again the same German with arevolver
stand behind the ltalian on the rights He raised his weapon

I heard an explosion and the Ttelian fell. Onoe again he
raizged ralssd his revolver. There was spother exploaion and

the Italian f@lli/.tlc



/another explosion and
the seaond Italian dropped to the grounds

Then LAMMIONI Dante, overcomey fell on his back
on the ground, covered his eyes with his hands and commenced
groening end erying in tarror. The German with the pistol stood
over him and fired three shots into the region of his heart.
There was no further sound or rovement from LAMMIONI Tante.

It was then my turn, The German stood behind
me and I saw, out of the corner of my eye, him raise his revol-
ver to the back of my head. I put my hands to the sides of
my fece and es he fired, I, anticipating the shot, turned ny
head to the left. I felt the muzzle of the ravolver against
my hand and heard the reports I immediately felt a burning
pain in both wmy hands, my face, mouth and throat and realizing
that I was still alive dropped voluntarily to the ground and
lay there feigning death.

%hat had happened, 1 discovered afterwards, was
that the shot had passed through my left hand, with which 1 had
covered my face, through my throat and cheek and hnd gone through
my right hande

1 lay there without moving until the Sermans
went aray. As I lay there I heard many shots fired, all single
distinet shots and heard many bodies fall beside mes

When the Germans had gone I opened my eyss and
gaw around me the bodies of many men all shot through the heads

I was very week and can only remember four of theém,
PAS(UI Giuseppe, PASQUL Alfredo, Henchetti Torquato and BERNA-
DONI Melinde. The last named man I knéw to be a resident of
CORNIA,

I crawled over the town wall end made my way into
the woods and was helped by a friend who treated my wounds.
T gradually made my wey to the house of VOLPI Amerigo and stay-
ed there nearly a month, beinp treated by Dr. GAMBAS2INI.

About ten days after I got there I was picked up
by the Germans and made to work for them for a day carrying logs
Jespite my wounds.

I returned to CIVITKLLA mome -days after it's 1ibe
eration by the British.

My house was completely destroyed. My left thumb
is paralyzed, and owing to the nature of my wounds I cannot eat
solid¢s only soft foods. 2

I have read over this statement. It is correct
and true. I herewith append my signature.

(5gd. ) BARTOLUCCI Gino.

Statement written down in Italian and signature
witnessed by MAYFR Masgimo, interpreter, in the presence of
igt. CHARLFS, both of 78 Section S5.1.B., on Wednasday, 15th
November, 1944, at CIVITELLA.

1 certify that the above translation from Italian
" 48 correct and true and to the hest of my ability,



