Civitella,
Arezzo.

7th November, 19

STATIMENT OFj -

ROSSI Lina, Female.
Civitella, 35 years.
Aresnzos. : '

Yho saith,

I am the miéoe of the late priest DON AICIDE
LAZZERI, he was murdered by the Germans on the 29th June, 19LJ.
e was fifty seven (57) years of age and priest in CIVITELLA
at the church of the ASSUMPTION, Ile had lived in CIVITELLA
for five years previous to vhich he lived at FONTICIMNO,

On the night of the 18th June, 1944, about
20,00 hours, I was in the house near the church vhen I heard
a few shots appareantly from just olitside the house. ! is
noise frightened me so I called my uncle who arrived a fe-
minutes later, Iy uncle had not heard the shots but beoccuse
tlie people outside “ere running about and shouting we realirod
that something had happened in the village., It was about
23400 hours the samo evening when we were told that two (2)
German soldiers had been killed in the DOjULAVURO CLUB, ‘e
were also told Lhat these soldiers had been killed by Pertisans.
e passed the night watching in ocase other Germans should return
and take reprisals on the village.

ihe next morning, Yonday, 19th June, 194}, my
uncle loft CIVITFLLA for the farm of BUNICOLINI, which is
about three (3) kilometres south of the village, I remained in
the village, my uncle returned about 17,00 hours the same evening.

On Tuesday, 20th June, 1944, some German
soldiers came into the village and they sent for my uncle., He
was taken by them to the DOFOLAVORO CLUB and stood by whilst
the Germans removed the popers from the poakets of the dead
soldiers, “hen the Germans lad f.nished they told my uncle
through means of an interpreter that they would return for
the bodies at 17,00 hours the same day. lowever they returmed
at 144,00 hours, and sent for my uncle, he was out attending
to something but when he returned about 1§.00 hours he went
with them iLimediately., i'e nocompanied the Germens to tie
cemotery and porformed the burial service. i‘hen the Germans
returned to the village ahout 17,00 hours they were very
angry, they sax some young men who were afraid and running
avny, they limediately fired at them, no one however wma hurt.

iftev this 1y uncle and I went to the farm
of B LCULTHUI vhere we remained until Thursday, 22nd June, 1944,
when we returned to the village about 06,30 hours 4n the
morning,

Everything vent well in the villapge until
Tuesday, 27th June, 1944, up to then we never saw any more
Germans although during this time everyone seemed to be in
fear of what may barpen and somechow expecting reprisals.
Betrveen 14400 hours and 15,00 hours, on Tuesday, two ermen

soldiers called ol s




/to Cesman nolétern,

|
s‘
cr1led at the house of my male, They anked Cor ' irelegn f
neto, tyveoriters o arms, 1y wele informed tiem tiet he 'wd :
a frelers set. hey tool she drcless ivalue 303 liro;, |
my uiele Ltedod o onosusd tem G lenve L Bt ther sniq,

Wi a1 W R P e ek de L vy

Yoo e they acked ny uncle Luc.me and 8.0+ thow o heo ’
wiviless actn in Lie villa:e but he refuseds iy uncle t eq \
told them t'uii hie had secn severnl inctisans in the villn o of
late cnd spked toan to lesve oodokly and oo avoid t:ouble. :
ey tald  y vacle vial thoy twd or ers to (111 frifty (50)
civilians for each soldier [illed by Fartisans and Lost they
Tod leave  on tiey vere readys they loft shiartly alter :nd
Pl e seves 1 slrelese sete oo the villy i ers.

tn ochwesday, 'Uth June, 1944, 1 went to Lie
ke L3 g aneh slth ny unole at Wi«00 hours, it belng
Le uny of .t otoy ond 't inol, f‘ 4bout U7s1H hoogs sor o
poople started ouadry; ints the o urel tey appecred nt'reld
e tlheud wenipen ot “hlmeering. It w8 obout thie tire
chen boGened vase £ird ., 1 asted sonuene ~hat can o o
they tol me t ot e Germene rere in (he villese and ey
vere clocim eoolne ping cutslds the ohurohs I Laformed
ry wele of Lhis in const uenco of 4 in e atopred Le neavioo
nnd ndd o uhe people, 1 da not lnow viwt 48 Laproning %
buat U think tint the Cermans nre retresting and the Pritle;
ocaupying Lhe village. 1 the Gerans try to taizo aytiing
let then have 1L and po avoid tiouble’s  Thon fiy wnele ocprle!
on vith the acrvice, “wn 1t ~en £ininted ho told t.e newnle
that tuey ¢ 1 ercdn 1n the oluaoh rntil the tigating . wna
finisheds.

hool 98 50 “oorn & “erman soldie. oo into

tihe olurer, he cud shouting snd caving a pilst 1 about ot
everyoncs Lo ing tollowe! a fov t fnutes late- by a goco i
Perman soldder wn ther bt crse L b ¢ front of the chuee)

Vien Leey orcerid everyene outslio, Ly wnole trie! to reonon
wit o thesr w.ldiors but .ne € thien stuok a pistel ta e

o nnd told (4 to o oulside cle, hen w0 got outsl o,
g unole ernd L), ve paw Geomn soldiecs 1yiog behind caohine
guns ind others standing about 4n Uw sgquare all -4t! wcapong
of eone descri;tion old in fivnt of theks b:dien, At ne
shie oL Lthe s wre (ere ws a froup of men fivi: Lie village
te; cre unde: en amed puards 'y wiole sceme’ to ronllge
shot wae goloy Lo hoppen and anked rerminslon to say fenedi tion
to lds peorle, tils van granted and pone of the Uermns 8106
as he mount through tho se:vices

; hoii he finlahed the Cetmans aterted golis
throuy « tvery wne8 puokets taiiing watolies; wallets or anything,
of valuoy  ifter o hile a Gerron moldier oame up to e, ac
L eas still holdiey 1y nole's erm end told me to B8O aray, |
rofuseds e jaldled we otf ny unole's am, .licn ield a piatol
at oy head wnd torged ne to walX up the streets 1l Lio
villag: at t.ds tico uprenared Lo be ablaze and ! enjuisre:
miere |ovas supposed to gos  The German told me to get rigit
out of the village, By this tire ~e had rosche! the los Atnl
and lying owielde I enc a pile of old men, they had all been
shot and vere lylng in & pool of bloods  ihe roud cut ' tie
v1)depe svore to be litte:ed rith the bodies of mene e an

soldiers - ere lnuglxiug/. ves




/bodles of men,

German so‘diers were loughing as they carried these bodies 5
an? threw them into Louses that vere on fire and blazing furiouslyf
I noticed that all the women and children were going in the i
direction of MG LiLl s, I felloved and pot to thie orphanage |
there between 10,00 and 11,00 Lours that merning.

1 remaine here for about eight :8) days and
then went to fUalE $ S.wWI.Ce I returnei to CIVITFLLA on 17th
July, 1944, vhen the British vwere hLere. 1 asked who had
buried my uncle 1t was 5L.3BIGNI Luigl of CIVITELLA

: y unc e was never connected with the lartisans
or any political party. lle had been a priest for 3, years
und always belonped lo the churchs

1 remenber a little about the Gexmans, they
vere all dressed in ocanouf'langed Jaokets and wore steel helrets.

I have reasd over the above statenent. 1t 1s
corre:t and true. I here+ith append my signatures

(Spd) LINA ROSSI
Statement vritten down in Italian ¢nd
signature witnessed by MISIGARV [UDERIO, Interpreters in the

presence of Sgt CLEALOW both of 78 Seotion, B.IsBs “on the
7th November, 1944, at CIVITELLA

1 certify that the above ifrsnalation from
Italian is oorrect and true and to the best of my ability.

"MUSICARO ALBER{O,




