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BTATEMFNT O
CESARENI Rino,
Via Golognese, No.8,
Florenoce.
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I have been employed es an agent for the AGIP
Fuel Company of ROMI since 1933, On the 2nd or 3rd Januvary,
1944, I was sent from FLORENCE to AREZZ0 to deal with the
potrol rationing to civilians.

Through the Allies boubing the petrol dump in
AREZZ0 end having trouble with the Germans over the rewainder,
I distributed what was loft emongst dootors and so forth,
When this was done I decided to g0 and live st CIVITELLA,

With my nicoe PUGI Maria Grasia, aged 10 years,
I arrived at CIVITELLA about 1400 hours on Thursday, 18th.
June 194, ¥y fiancee GIULIANI Giuliana, 26 years, lived
here with her father Dootor GIULANI Lorenzo and mother GIULIANI
Dinas I had my meals with my fiancee and slept at the house of
OENSINI Penelope vhose house wam near the south-west entrence to
the village.

About 1700 houre on 16th, June 1944, I saw three
Gexrman goldiers enter the villagd, These soldiers I cannot
desoribe very well. They were dressed in the usual Gexman unifory
end one oarried a camouflaged smock over his arm, One of these
soldiers had a flag RWB mage of red; while and blue squares on
his arm so I presuned he camo from the Provines of ALSACE
LORENA which is half Qermen and half Fremoh, later, I saw
these soldiers go to ths DOPO LAVORO Olub,

About 1930 hours, when I was in the house of
Dootor GIULIANI, I heard some shots and was later $old that
Germen soldiers were firing a Verey pistol from the square,
I wes advised by my fiancee to go to the house wherse I slept
and remain there, as there were Portisans in the ares and she
was afreid of what may happen,

I wont o bed that night about 2100 howrs and
the remeinder of the night passed without event.

, About 0500 hours the Collewing morning, Monday,
19th, June 1944, my fianoee came to the house and told me of
the Germans who had been killed in the DOFO LAVORO Clubs I
packed my bag and with Dobtor GIULIANI, his wifs, daughter and
my ndéoe, T went to the fasm of MARZOLL Francesoo. This

farm 48 about two kilometres west of OIVITRELLA,

o We remained at this farm imtil about 0900 howrs on
Thureday, 23xds June 1944, when we roturned to OIVITELIA.

The people had all returned to the village by
this time and everything appeared to be normal,

About two days before the masshore, three Cerman
soldisrs ocame into the village 4in a military oar. They took
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all the radlos and typewriters they could find but did not come
into the house where I was., I cannot desoribe the soldiers as
I only saw them from the window of the house,

The next time I saw the Germans in the wvillage
was Thrusdny, 29th June 1944,  About 0600 hours, my landlady
OESINI Penelope came to my room and told me to leave as the
Germans were in the village., I looked out of the window and
saw two German soldiers standivg in the street. As they saw.
me one of them railsed an automatioc rifle and fired, I ducked
lmmedintely, I sa. him move and the bullets hit the window
and roofy, Those bullets vhioch hit the roof set fire to it so
they must have boen incendiary.

A fow minutes leter the Germans bursi upen the
door of the house nnd came up to my tooms

I can speak Lhe German lan;uage so I shouted to
the eoldiers that I was a refugee and had papers to prove it.
One German kept me covered with a machine-gun while the others
searched my room taking all my possessions which he thought were
of any velue.

I asked these soldlers to take me Lo an Offiocer
and one of thew saidi« " There is a Captain outsides You can
see him when you go out."

I was then token downstalrs to this Officer,
He was dvessod the same as the othercsoldiers, with camouflage
Jacket and stecl hel et. Il wns about one metre seventy four
gentimetres tall, medium build, high cheekBones, tanned gomplex-
ion, He wore & broad leather belt with n shoulder strap and
carried his revolver in his hand. This Officer examined my pupers
and a3 he was doing so BIANCHI Giovanni came up to me with his
son.  BIANCHI apparently mistook me for the Germsan interpreter
as he gave me his papers and begged for him life. I told the
Gorman Captain th:t DIANCHI was also a refugee from FLORENCE and
in the seme position as myself,

The Officer then gove the order for BIANUHI a'd
I to be m rohed to the pates of the villape and kept prisoner:,
Before I left I asked leave to go back to the house and collect
. & few thinga. The Captain gronted me permissi-n to do this
and I wne sent back under an armed gunrd, There was very little
I oould get as the house wes on fire but I 4id manage to put a -
few things into a suitcase.

As 1 was leaving the house two German soldiera
oamo in carrying the body of @ min which they took to a part
of the house which waes blasing furiously.

I again Joined BIAKCHI and he and I were morched
to the villoge gate at the south-west end of the village,
The Officer alego ceme to this gate and after uay:lng homathing
to a soldier who was wounded and sitting, there,
turned us round and then marched us back into tho vﬂ%&géd

The Officer again oame with ua and as wo passed
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the hospital I saw an 014 man lying kdoking on the pavement,
He had been shot but was not deed, A German soldier who was
4lso passing fired other two shots into ths body,

: We wers taken to the well in the village square
&nd here a tall soldier came up to us whom the guard addressed
es Lieutenant, This Offioer ordered the child to be talen
away from BIANCHI and started to go through my suitcase. I
gathered then that I was going to be shot bus ay the Ceptain -
~was only a few metres away I yan to him and sgain pleaded for
life, The Captain cams back to the ILieutenant and told

we were prisoners and not to be shot, ‘

Wo were then marched down to the gate at the south-
east entrance to the village,

During the time that I was in the square I oould
hear shooting from behind the sohool and $he moreams of dying
and wounded people. The square {tself sesemed to be filled
with the bodies of mon., Beside the school there was a great
pile of deed, as though they hed been shot and thrown on top
of one enother., Scme -German soldiers were engaged in ocarrying
bodies from this pile and throwing them into burning houses.

From the gate we were marched to a bridge about
tvo kilometres south of OIVITELLA, Here we ware allowed to
sit domn under a tree, Thers was a number of German soldiers
here but everyons wams dressed in a cemouflaged jacket and
BteOl hﬂlmotg

Wo were at this bridge about two hours, when we
first arrived there were ebout thirty other men but these were
taken away by the Germans and shortly after we heard mechine-
gun fire, During this time soldiers brought oo;:& pigs, sheep

ucks and hensy These animals were kept there I suppose
wore later taken away by the Germens,

At the end of this time & lorry arrived with
a fow ducks on it and we were made to get onto this, Ve were
taken to SPOIANO SUFERIORE to the villa of BONEOHI knilio.

At this farm I met a German Sergeant-Major who
told me I was going to be interrogated by the police, He
also told me to say nothing to the civil about ths affair
at CIVITELLA or I would be shot,

: : I wan taken to an Officer whom everyons referred
to as 'Captain.' This Officer had just started to examine

my papers when British planes came and started bombing 4n the
ares, This of course caused confusion and everyone took cover.

When the msotion finished I went back to the
Ceptain but he hed his overcoad on and was preparing to leave.

Before he left, the Captain said he was sorry
for the pepple of CIVITELLA, also that I would be taken to the
oonvent at MONTH SAN SAVINO, by & lLieutenant of the HERMANN
GOFRING REQIMERT.

All the soldiers here, except the Captain
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were dresgsed in German grey-green uniforms and 'HFERMANN
GOERING 4insoribed on the lower rart of their coat sleeves.
The Officer I cannot desoribe.

A% 2200 hours, a Iieutenant of the HERMANN
GOERING arrived. He $ook BIANCHI, his son, and I to the
convent VERTIGIE at MONTE SAN SAVINO by truocik,

The Lieutenant, I describe as one metre, meventy-
eight centimetres tall, thin build, blonde hair, thin moustache,
freshcomplexion, good teeth,

During the course of our jowney to MONTE SAN
SAVINO he told me that he was twenty one years of age. He
vas dressed in greysgreen uniform with 'HERMANN GOERING,'
insoribed in white on black oloth woven on the lower part of
each coat slesves I cannot remember what the silver markings
wers on his epaulettes,

Owing to British aeroplanes bombing the road to
MONTE BAN BAVINO, we did not arrive there until about 2430 hours.

At the convent owr peapers were taken from us and
we were made to wait about 20 minutes. At the end of that
time a soldier came and gave BIANCHI and I our pepers, then
told us that we were free to go. That night I slept with
the Monks at MONTE BAN BAVINO and the following day went to
POGGIALI.

I 4id not returmn to CIVITELLA for sbout forty
dly'o

This statement bas been read over to me., It in
trus anmd ocorrects I herewith append my signature,

(Sg!) ORSARRNI RINO,
Statement written down in Italian, read over
and signature witnessed by Pte, DI DUCA, B., interpreter,
in the presence of 8gt Olewlow, both of 78 ‘ooﬂen" 81B, on
Tuesday, 24st. November 1944, at CIVITELLA, ARRZZ0,

I certify that the above tramslation fyva
Italian s ocorreot and true ani to the best of my ability.

B. DI DWUA,



