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T on @ atuleyt and hewn Lived in OYVITELIA
edl iy 1ifoe

Doten PI00 hoven and 2970 hours wn Sundey,
10bhe Jono 190, { wa sitting on oy beloomy outsids my hotes.
e beloony overlools the atyee® and the DOXO LAVORC (b is
A $he pomo Btroat atouvt thirty metres frim my house.

Tt was dexd ot this t4mo ond as was vewnld So
tha Tilegn at tids tine of tho ovening, overything was mdot
anl nebedy W in the strood,

 attention wag dyewn to threa fignwon whioh
wee iy tholr wey dn tha direction of the club. They
war Jolging frus doorwey to doorvay in a furtive mommer red
wore cbviously attaspting to avodd attymoting attention. It
vy doo dexk for o to moe dem propesly and I oot dencedbo
A SIONINMINY e

T loot eight of them end sbout ten mimtes later
1 henwl Shn goarl of vhat appowed $o be $wo revolvers Cirdng
Crom tho ddveotion of the clube Thare wan the soud of pavernl
shotee | dmeiintely wont indlocors and on Rooking out from &
winAow xmmmmamamzmm_wmammm
them pvonsing &n Ttaldeh. 1t weia mymin too dexk for mo 0
som them propeelye  Fhordly ef teewands my brother TIRAZT Primd
(droo Idllal i tho 29 Juno b)), ceme dndeorss 1 hod bosn
in the olth mxl vee bloeding from the bandy o was Jater
treatal by Dootor GRTVUTITL.

“ho newk nociing meny poople left tholr honss in
CIVITAIES Lot ona of my Sodly 414 e0s

shent 0930 hourn on Menday, 19ty June 194, I
wont o the DOVG [AVEAN b emd dn the roon nearest to the
styont 1 mw tho bodden of tvo Oeemon ecdliere lying on tw
(loore Thay wero Qrosseld in grey- Jncketa anl trousows.
toth hwl belts with dagpers abbaciml, )

Shous 1000 bowrs, the e Axy, I saw Sipnore
Al ar 60, 4n the styeet neer the olwtb. L hed ymomm this
svan foar geveral monthy price to thia dete end che hed told me
thnt cho e an offioiel intapreter far the Germom soliiors at
Piiefi. T domerdbe her s being 180 centimetren in hedight,
i, blorlo and hed n veey loms peintel noes,

ey T saw bes she wos talkding to a meder of
weren prxl T hoord her say timt aho was poing to the Gervans
to drfora them that two Oermena had been idlled and sald that
phe workd intereele with the Cenesna on behalf of the citipens
of TIITTNIA dn orler to prevent roprisnls for what hed comeois

(m the nitarnoon of Tuoslay,20ths Juna 1854, &

perty of about/ssee
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Jhune 194, &

porty of atout trelve German soldiers arrived in CIVIZILLA for
the funeral. 1) thece Germans wera dressod alike in light
osloured tyousers end Jackets and field service oaps.  They
wore no oqidpment but each carried a rifle, I dld not soe
any merkings on their uniforme.  *he bodies wwre carrled on
an Jamy lorry which 1 camot desoribe other thea it was a very
larpe loryry covored in with cenvass

The priest, lon LATMRI Aloide, conduoted the
service at the nemetery, and many Italian oivilians attended
the funernl, :

‘bout helf an lour later I was in the nttie of
my house when I sav the Geimann return to the Piegaa from the
funcral.  Almost fimediately they ocommernwed firing at $wo mem
whom I could seo in the OLD TOTH,  Thess two men immediately
murendered to the Germans who took them awmy out of my sighte

I have scen both these men ainoe this inoident
both apperently wnharmede

Iator that ovenin: 1 was indoors when * heard
the sound of rhot: from the strect outslde my housse I look-
ed out of the winlon and saw several German soldiers banging
the doors of neiphlouring houses with their rifle butts and
firing their rifles into the air. I was stlll loo out of
the window ~hen I heard vhat I took to be a bullaet, the
window freme sbove my heads 1 immodiately got away from the
windowe 4 mhort while afterwards there was a loud lmocking
on our streat door and after waiting for a moment or two, my
mther opencd it

A Gerran soldier vhom I took to be a Marescialle,
aentered, I Qescribe him an bﬁi!lg Sft.‘lO'.lnfh tan’ very fht,
clean shaven and about L0 yenrs old, Ie wore a groy green
ateol helmet, a onmouflage mook vhich Just remched his kneos
and secured round his walst with a belt. e wan carrying an
autonrtio rifle. lle was not -eaving any badge or rarnks Be
did not aneak very pood Itnliane

He forced me out of the house and took me to a
clearing ni the bottom of the torne  There I was nlaced vith
about six men and sbout fifty vomen, &1l Italians, In this
olearing wore parked two sall steff cars and two Army lorries
with no onnvas coverings. There were,as far as 1 try rostbor,
no markings on these vehioless Ales in this dlearing about
thirtyfive to forty Germn soldieres Five or sin were dress-
ed the sare ns Italian Alr Force mon in sy blue jJackets and
trousers with an cegle on the left breast, in bawss. feah
mre & Mold servios oap and oarried an autormiio rifls. The
rest of the Germana were armed with pistols and rifles.

After a nhort consultation betwesn the Germans
some of us were naed for our identity rapers and afterwards
sont to our homme.

On Tuenday 27 June L, I saw two Gomen soldiers

osrrying a paper, to vhich they every now and sgain
call rt seversl hounes in CIVITVILLA collecting wireless setss
They were dressed in 1ight ocloursd colonial umiform and were

carrying revolvers but/sees
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Juniform ond wero

oarrying reyolvers bub I wag too far amy {rom them to desoribe
them properlys

On Thursday 29 June L,y I was azsisting at a ser~
vioe at the church of N AEA ACSUT. and the sorvico woo alwost
over, at sbout (0730 bours, when { noticed that the nongregation,
a large one, topeared to be restless. DPeople were
and vhispering end in the Aatonwe I heard vhat I took to rifle
shotes  Come wonen left the churoh but the service went on but
the flring cnme nearer and becane loudsrs Tho service wao
practicall: over ~hen there wes an explosion outside the cinerch
door which sounded 136 & grenade Dirstings

The nrlest told us all not to worxy as he thought
1 wap the Geyrann retreating ond Af they attempted to toke
any of our property v sero not to interfere but to let thom
taie whatever they wanted and avold any friotion.

in Ttalinn oivilinn entared the olnwoh and I hoard
him tell the nriest Pon LAZII tleide, that the Gorpans hod
fixed o three machine guns in the “dazse covering the church
( viok o™

loss ws finished but the congregation remained
tnside the churvhs  Four Geimnn goldlers ente:ed the churohy
three oarried plstoles and one on autmtio rifle.

These soldiers all wore the sarms dress t= steel
helmete, camouflege smools ar:d eeoh hnd a red band with a black
jottering o his eleeve botwoen the shoulder and elbowe I
canmot tell you rnything about the lottering.

ihey wers nhouting to the eongregation in Itslisn
to pet out of the ohireh and cenacing the people with the weap-
one shich the ouirieds Teople started to file out of church
with bielr bands above Lhelr heads and I, who wes still dresn-
ed in the cascook whiah I had worn for the servige, was one. of
tiw lest to lenvo.

shen I got to tho church door, I saw in the Plaasa
outside, seven or elght maohine puns fitted wp, with Cermen
soldders in position behind thase I heard a voloe shouting
v Keep your hands wp", ond 1 royed forward with the romen, A3
1 thought ny onessol might concenl ry Ldentity.

There were nles in the iasza, sboub twortyLive
more farmana moutly erved wAth revolvers and 1 sa» that the
somen vere being sent awey dovn the atreet vhile the ren wers
beinc 1ined up neer the water olstern vhich is about twenty
five yards ewy £rom the churcha

I +an 8till arongst asvornl women when the saro
Maresciallo who had draggod me out of my house saw s, grabe
bed me by the arm and mastled me over to vhere the men wore

1ined wp.

fin 1 stood thers I saw sevoral houses in the
village wore haenings

he Marescinllo onre over to us and called out
to pome soldiers in German end they came over to vhore we were
ptanding snd genrohoed use

| gaw them tate vellets snd wrietwatches from

the Itelians Bnd/sess



/and wristratches from

the Italians and place them in their pockets but I did not

lose my wallet vhich was in my hip pocket. 1 was searched

but they did not discover it. The soldier who searched me
gald in an obvious Tusoan dialect, " Have you not got anything?"
I am certain that he was an Ttalian by his speech.

After we had been searched I heard from the dir-
eation of the school, & voloe shout in Itallen, " Five ", but
I could not see who was shouting.

I then saw a German shove the priest Don LAZZERI
Alcide, who had been 1ined up with us towards the school,in
the direotion of the aohool, which oocupied the north east
corner of the square. A road leads from the square along
the west and north side of the schoole

The priest said to the German, " Ve are innooent "4
" we have done nobody eny haum and have done no wrong”.
The German shrugged his shoulders as though he did not under-
gtand and carried on pushing the priest towards the sohools

The Maresciallo with his pistol in his hand said
something in German and dragged four men out of the grouv.
They, menaced by & German soldier on each side of them armed
with an automtic rifle, were forced to maroh down the road
and away out of my aight behind the schools

A minute or two later, 1 heard several distinot
separated shote which I thought were caused by pistols.

1 then saw & GermAn soldier come up the road
from the direction of the back of the school and he, in broken
Italian shouted " Another five". The Maresciallo then caught
hold of me and {ndicated for me to proceeds 1 walked to-
wards the back of the school followed by another four mens

#hen I reached the back of the school I saw &
machine gun on & tripod with a German laying behind it facing
the Plazza. There were another three machine guns fitted
up with Germans in position behind them, two on one side end
one opposite the £irst one, all forming three sides of & BgUATEy

laying in the square 80 formed were the five
bodies of the first Italians to leave the Plasga. They werel-
Ion LAZAIRI Aloide, MENCHETI Torquato, SADATINI Paolo,
PASQUL Giusepp®, and TAVERMISI Agostino. All of their faces
were covered in blood and they were apparently deads

he five of us were formed up in a rough line

by the German soldiers an! another German soldier with a
pistol came 1mmediately aftervards and pushed each of us into
a mere straight line. we were standing alongside the bodies
with our backs to two machine guns. The last mentioned Ger-
man soldier then stood clear of us and raised his pistol as
though to signal to the machine gunnersy . onl-saw: the machine

ner on my left smile and nod to the machine gunmer on my
right and heard & click as of & machine action being cocked,
behind me and acting on the spur of the moment, I turned to my

lef't and rona

1 passed the German with the pistol and he,

possibly taken by surprise, made no attempt to stop me.
rsn as fast as I could along the back road of the village,

zig zagging as I wente
fhen 1 had gone about twelve paces &WaY, in full

view of the JLosinio
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/awmy, in full

view of the exoccution squal! I heard & burst of machine gun
fire bohind me and heard bullets whistling past me. 1 dis-
govered aftermards two holes 4n my cassosk and one in my
trouser leg rpparently caused by bullote but I was not hit by
that burat,

1 carried on ruming for ebout another twelve
pages and then felt a blow on my right side. I fell down,
but feeling no pedn end hearing somebody running behind me,
1 got w and recommencod ronnings

I dodged behind a building sbout & hundred retres
from the sohool and Jumped over the town walle This wll ie
not high on the tovn side but 1s sbout seven metres high on
the other side.

The town of CIVILEA is bullt on the top of &
hill and the hilleide at this roint i terreced for cultivat-
1on nurposess 1 olirbed over two vmlls and gredually mades
my way downhill. Fech time I lert the shelter of a wall 1
was Cired athbut wns not agnin hite

T hid at the Wottom of one of these wmils une
11 T thought prrsult by the Cermans hsd ceased and then with
a4ffioulty, heonuas my vound had bled a lot and I wns wank,
in consequence, I mede my vay intothe woods.

In the =onds hid in a clump of bushes and
sev two Cermnn soldiers evidently searohing for Itallans.
1 was not far from CIVITELLA sind oould still hear sxplosions,
and henr the women erying out in enguishs  Thene two Germans
were engnged in firing strey shots into the olumps of bushes.
They fived into the oluwp in vhich I was hiding bub I woa ot
hit agnin,

sfter thinge liad quietened down I atterpted to
rove but found that T could not & mo. I waa discovered later
in the day by my relatives who treated my woundse

1 had a wound in the back and another in my
chost on the right side of my body, consistent with having
been caused by n bullet passing throuch my body from back to
chost,

The next day with asaiatances I retwrned to
OIVIL LLA but I saw no bodiess in ths streetn,

' Cur hous- wns destroyed and I was put to bed
in my unole's house, Two days afterverds Dootor ROBAI fron
NALIA al PL¥) vipited o and treated mes

A few dnys later, hearing that the Germans
were preparing to defend CIVITELIA agninst the Nritish, I
left the house ani again ook to the woodss Ten days
later at might, I was nicked up by members of the ILZBIAN
GOFRING RICIMITY snd made to g trenches near AN70.

I réturned to OIVITZLLA after the Fnglish had
1iberated the tomm.

1 would definitely recognise the Cerman Harese
oinllo referred to in this staterent againe

T have rend ovor this ntatement, It ip truse

and corrects I /uau



